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R E F L E C T I O N S
One year after South Carolina’s historic flood
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley issues 
an executive order declaring a 
state of emergency in advance, 
after Hurricane Joaquin. S.C. 
residents are urged to monitor 
storm’s progress, be alert for 
emergency announcements and 
review emergency procedures and 
precautions. The storm claims 
it s  f i r st  v ic t im, a woman in 
Spartanburg.
 State Emergency Operations 
Center will be open 24 hours 
for the duration of the storm. 
Nat iona l  Weat her Ser v ice 
p re d ic t s  r e c ord  r a i n f a l l , 
result ing in f lash f looding, 
throughout the state.
There are 34 advisors in effect across South Carolina, 
including flood warning in 14 counties and flash flood 
warnings in seven. S.C. National Guard, Department 
of Corrections and Transportation Department are 
working to deliver sandbags to districts across the state. 
By late afternoon, offi cials have warned people, especially 
children, against wading or playing in fl oodwaters. South 
Carolina’s operating condition has been raised to the 
highest level. The State Emergency Operations Center is 
fully functioning at all hours. President Barack Obama 
declares a state of emergency in South Carolina.
DH EC has  been 
made aware of several 
overfl owed and failed 
dams across the state. 
C it y  of  C olu mbia 
w a t e r  s y s t e m 
customers are under 
a boil water advisory. 
Five deaths have been 
reported. Nineteen 
c o u n t i e s ’  s c h o o l 
districts are closed or 
delayed on Monday. 
Residents of f lood-
threatened areas are 
being warned against 
driving or traveling 
o n  f o o t  t h r o u g h 
f loodwaters .  Many 
Midlands residents 
are st i l l  adv ised to 
boil their water before 
drinking or cooking 
with it.
U S C  c a n c e l s 
athletics for the day 
and Monday classes.
Colu mbia  see s  a 
new record for rainfall 
in  one day at  6 .78 
inches and a new two-
day record at 10.44 
inches since Oct. 3.
Gov. Nikki Haley confirms nine f lood- and 
weather-related deaths in South Carolina as of 
Monday afternoon. The total rose to 10 by the 
end of the day. USC alumna Alex Holmes, 24, is 
among the fatalities.
Multiple news sources are reporting more 
than two feet of rain in parts of South Carolina 
since the storm began. South Carolina National 
Guard has over 1,300 soldiers helping in rescue 
operations. A 70-mile stretch of Interstate 95 is 
still closed. About 550 roads are closed in South 
Carolina, and Haley expects more. USC cancels 
Tuesday classes.
While the rain has stopped, 
t he  d e a t h  t o l l  i n  S o u t h 
Carolina stands at 15, nine 
from drowning and six from 
car acc ident s .  Nine dams 
across the state have failed, 
w it h  a not her  n i ne  u nder 
watch by the South Carolina 
E mergenc y  M a n agement 
Division.
USC cancels classes for the 
week.
At least 17 people have 
died in South Carol ina 
from drowning and car 
accidents.
USC moves Saturday’s 
football game, scheduled 
to be played in Williams-
Brice Stadium, to LSU.
The South Carolina 
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Department reports 
178 roads and 73 
bridges still closed 
statewide. Residents 
in 20 counties are 
eligible for federal 
assistance.
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 I n  Aug ust  2015,  a s  t he  new 
academic year began, we eagerly 
welcomed home our 34,000 students 
who joined our 6,000 faculty and staff 
members in Columbia. The year was 
off to a great start, full of promise and 
excitement. And although we have 
weathered some hurricane activity in 
the Midlands, we had no inkling that 
an impending storm would soon test 
our fortitude, our compassion and our 
resolve.
 Fortunately, keeping our Carolina 
family safe has always been a top 
priority. Even on the sunniest of days, 
we continue to anticipate and prepare 
for a crisis, weather included. Still, it 
would have been diffi cult to anticipate 
a rainfall in the Midlands that would 
reach a 1 in 1,000-year event level. 
But it happened. In fact, on October 
3, 2015, the rains became so severe 
that it caused catastrophic fl ooding. 
Eighteen dams were either breached 
or collapsed, bridges were closed 
and sections of roads were simply 
swept away. Even worse, several 
neighborhoods near campus, where 
many of our students, professors 
and st a f f  l ive ,  were completely 
underwater. And Columbia was not 
alone in experiencing the after effects 
of the October 2015 rains. Around 
our university system, especially in 
Sumter, additional fl ooding occurred 
and our Carolina family responded in 
ways that made me proud.
 W hile our Columbia campus 
escaped serious damage, for safety 
reasons, we decided to close down for 
a week — October 4 through October 
9. Students who elected to go home 
were encouraged to travel in daylight 
with extreme caution. On campus 
residents were asked to check in with 
their RM. We continued to house and 
feed our on-campus population. In 
addition, our home football game was 
moved from Williams-Brice Stadium 
to Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge.
 These decisions were not made 
l ight ly.  But we recognized t hat 
it was in the best interest of our 
surrounding community to remain 
closed as resuming normal operations 
w o u l d  h a v e  p l a c e d  a n  u n d u e 
burden on the region’s recovering 
infrastructure. Fortunately, I have 
a great management team in place 
which convened at dawn on October 
4 and kept meeting all day, every 
day t h roughout  t he week .  Ou r 
cr isis management plan, a lready 
in place, worked as we had hoped. 
Uncontaminated water became one 
of our biggest issues; consequently, 
hundreds of thousands of bottles of 
water were brought to campus and 
distributed, as well as thousands of 
gallons of potable water in tankers 
for food service. And 170 portable 
restrooms were brought on campus.
 In addition, the provost’s office 
worke d  t i r e le s s l y  w it h  de a n s , 
depa r t ment  cha i r s  a nd f ac u lt y 
members to fi nd fl exible and creative 
ways to make up for lost classroom 
time. As important was the creation 
of  UofSCRel ief ,  a  spontaneous 
group of student volunteers initiated 
by then junior Corey Alpert. Soon, 
2,500 students were wading into 
neighborhood communities providing 
water and hours and hours of tireless 
manual labor. During this time, we 
also provided shuttle service to and 
from the airport and around town 
to ensure our student volunteers 
moved about safely. Even today, a 
year later, I receive heartfelt thanks 
and congratulations on the quality 
and compassion of Carolina students 
who showed up to lend a hand during 
a time of great need.
 I want to also salute and thank our 
SEC family. Vanderbilt, who sent an 
18 wheeler to our campus loaded with 
supplies and water and LSU, whose 
marching band played our alma mater 
during the game to help make us 
feel like the “home” team. Let me 
pause here to also give a shout out 
to our Carolina family who eagerly 
reciprocated LSU’s kindness during 
Louisiana’s recent storm – sending 
an 18 wheeler filled with food and 
supplies to LSU and also posting a 
video of the Mighty Sound of the 
South playing LSU’s alma mater. 
This v ideo, by the way, has been 
viewed on social media more than 5 
million times.
 Archbishop Desmond Tutu once 
said, “When you show compassion, 
when you show caring, when you 
show love to others, do things for 
others, in a wonderful way, you 
have a deep joy that you can get in 
no other way.” Throughout the past 
year, as I continue to see this great 
spirit of growth, resilience, inclusion 
and compassion on our campus, I am 
certain that this is exactly what gives 
our Carolina family such deep and 
abiding joy.
 I am honored to be your President.
Letter from President Pastides
Letter from the editor
Flood anniversary: Q&A with Professor Warble
I was 14 when the Station Fire broke out in the Angeles National Forest 
in August, 2009. I remember racing back from a San Diego vacation with 
my dad when we got a call from our neighbor saying that the fi refi ghters 
were telling everyone to evacuate. I remember standing in my brothers’ 
room thinking, “What is going to matter most to them?” and piling 
photo albums in plastic bins to put in the car. I watched the fi re climb over 
the mountain and down upon the house that I had lived in for 10 years. 
But what I remember most is the aftermath. We had an unexpectedly 
high amount of rainfall after the fi re. With no trees or plants, there were 
no roots to hold the mountain together, and so it came down. I watched 
the parts of the community I grew up in get fi lled with mud, rocks and 
debris. The thing with mudslides and fl oods is that there is no warning. 
There can be anticipation, but there is no exact time that one can say it’ll 
come and how fast it will come.
So in October of 2015, I watched the storm approach not really 
knowing what to expect. I thought about the fl ooding that happened in 
my hometown in 2009 and knew it was going to be different here.
The weekend the storm was coming in was the weekend the staff of 
The Daily Gamecock was going on a retreat. Then we got news that the 
area we were traveling to had fl ash fl ood warnings and editor-in-chief 
Ben Crawford made the executive decision that the retreat was going to 
be skipped. 
And so the staff anticipated the storm. It all came so fast. I lived at The 
Lofts, and the road behind the parking lot is prone to fl ooding. At the 
corner of Main and Whaley the water rose and swept up cars, moving 
them to where it thought they should be parked.  
For those who remember, that intersection was also the spot of one of 
the many daring rescues of a person who got stuck clinging to the stop 
sign while water swept around them. A human chain was formed and the 
stop sign was the only one not to make it. 
And so round one of the flooding was intense. There was a lot of 
damage around the city. Photos started popping up on social media of 
houses being fl ooded and roads swept away. But that was only the calm 
before round two where the dams broke. Then more houses fi lled to the 
second fl oor with water and debris. Whole bridges collapsed. People were 
trapped, and rescues started. 
The question became, how does the newspaper cover this? I was 
the photo editor at the time, and my priority was the safety of my 
photographers. For many of them, this was the first time they had 
witnessed a natural disaster of this scale. So I put in place the rule that if a 
road was washed out while taking photos, turn around. If you’re standing 
in fl ood water that starts to go above your ankles, leave. 
But we did it. We saw the tragedy. We covered it. But we also covered 
the helping hands and the recovery. #SCStrong became a trending topic, 
and it was true. 
We must not forget what happened last year. People are still recovering. 
There are some businesses that still remain closed because of the damage. 
Houses of families remain under construction one year later. Many still 
feel the after effects of the water damage. 
Through it all, the staff came together. The community came together. 
Thank you to all who were on staff and put yourselves out there to cover 
this event. Thank you to all who stepped in to help save and rescue during 
the worst moments. Thank you to all who extended a hand to help South 
Carolina get back up.
With the one-year anniversary of the 
October fl ood that affected so many in 
Columbia approaching, Arts & Culture 
editor Darby Hallman contacted USC 
philosophy professor Kenneth Warble 
about his experience of being forced to 
relocate from his home during the fl ood 
last year.
TDG: How bad were the damages to 
your home?
KW: Our crawlspace f looded and 
water came into our house through the 
bathtub. We thought everything was ok 
until mold started appearing inside our 
home a few weeks later.
TDG: What was it like to discover/
witness the damages that the f lood 
caused to your house?
KW: My wife Jessica, and our children 
Lily and John had lived in our home for 
twelve years. I thought we would always 
live there, so after discovering what had 
happened under our home and its effects 
inside the home, I knew that we must 
move at least in the short term. I loved 
our home and was devastated to see it in 
that condition.
TDG: Did you have to relocate and if so 
what was that like? Also, have you been 
able to move back?
KW: I came home one night after 
teaching my evening courses and found 
a note from my wife saying that mold 
was in the home, and she and our 
children were in a hotel. We lived there 
for a month, and then were able to rent 
an apartment for a month. During that 
time we decided to buy another house 
and fi x our existing one. We moved into 
our new home in mid-January and made 
improvements to our old one, which we 
are currently renting.
TDG: What is your most vivid memory 
of the fl ood?
KW: Bailing water out of my bathtub 
into my yard from the bathroom 
window for around four or fi ve hours.
TDG: Did you ever expect the flood 
would be as damaging as it was?
KW: I don’t think anyone thought that 
amount of rain would actually occur. 
I remember seeing the meteorologists 
models in the days leading up to the 
fl ood, and thinking that the predicted 
precipitation numbers were unrealistic.
TDG: How do you think the state 
handled the fl ood and do you still see 
the effects of it today?
KW: It’s diffi cult for any government to 
properly prepare for an event that only 
occurs every thousand years, especially 
due to the low amount of funding the 
state receives through our taxes. With 
that said, it will only be in the coming 
years when we can adequately evaluate 
how the state handles the effects of the 
fl ood by looking at whether our roads 
and dams are repaired, and if our state 
truly values family farms by giving low 
or no interest loans to them to keep 
them viable through the coming years.
TDG: Did you know anyone else who 
was affected?
KW: One of my brother-in-law’s and 
his wife had their basement fl ood, but 
they were ok.
TDG: Is there anything else you’d like 
to add?
K W:  My fami ly was ex t remely 
fortunate in comparison with a lot of the 
people in the state who were effected. 
We actually had a silver lining with the 
purchase of a new home, and I am quite 
thankful to FEMA during that time 
with their response both monetarily 
and the employees that gave us good 
information and patience.
Regan Freeman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Regan Freeman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
St udent s  a nd  ac t iv i s t s 
gathered on South Carolina 
Statehouse grounds Saturday 
evening to peacefully protest 
and mourn the loss of black 
lives across the United States.
People stood, mingled and 
carried signs on the lawn and 
the Gervais Street sidewalk 
while the Statehouse steps 
were reserved for speeches 
from organizers and guest 
speakers. Tianna Mills, a 
co-organizer of the event, 
addressed the crowd.
“We are telling the world 
right now — we are telling 
t he  p e op le  w ho  d id n’t 
come out here — that we 
matter,” Mills said. “We will 
be heard. We will not be 
silenced.”
Some people held signs 
t h at  re ad  “Stop  p ol ice 
br uta l it y” or “No more 
tragedies.” A small child 
s a t  a t  t he  f o o t  o f  t he 
Confederate  monu ment 
with a sign that read “Black 
lives matter” on one side and 
“Silence is complicity” on 
the other.
The event offered a setting 
for  out sp oken  prote s t , 
but it was also a t ime for 
grieving and remembrance. 
Candles were placed by the 
Statehouse stairs to honor the 
people who lost their lives in 
incidents leading to the BLM 
movement.
Stan St r ick land, a U.S. 
M a r i ne  C o r p s  v e t e r a n , 
attended the event. Strickland 
says that he does not follow 
BLM as a movement or an 
organization, but he follows 
and supports the “concept” of 
ensuring that black lives and 
all other lives are “handled 
justly.”
“I fought for this country 
and I  w i l l  f ight  for  t h i s 
country again,” Strickland 
said, “but I think also that 
t he people [who] protest 
th ings that go on in th is 
country that they disagree 
with ... I think they have a 
right to disagree with it, but 
they need to focus on their 
method of disagreement.”
C olu mbi a’s  ow n  BL M 
chapter is ca l led “Simple 
Just ice ,”  and ac t iv i s t  Ty 
dePass attended the event on 
behalf of the organization. 
Holding a sign that read 
“E xc u se s  don’t  mat ter,” 
dePass said that he expected 
the event to keep the focus on 
“the issue of something that’s 
not going away.”
“We can almost anticipate 
that some t ime this week, 
there’l l be another young 
black man or older black 
man shot under suspicious 
circumstances,” dePass said.
A lso in at tendance was 
Patrick Hil l, a third-year 
international business student 
from the United Kingdom. 
Hill said he’d been following 
the BLM for a while and a 
Facebook post led him to the 
event Saturday evening.
“ I n  t h e  U K ,  w e ’ r e 
st i l l  st rongly beh ind t he 
m o v e m e n t ,”  H i l l  s a i d . 
“There’s big representation 
for this movement in the 
media and in TV programs.”
Hill said he hoped that the 
event would show “an interest 
in the area toward supporting 
the black community.”
In September, c iv i l ians 
r i o t e d  i n  C h a r l o t t e  i n 
protest of a police shooting 
and killing of a black man. 
Rasheed Ali, who attended 
t h e  C o l u m b i a  p r o t e s t , 
c la imed to have been in 
Charlotte during the riots. 
H e  d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f 
a s  a  l ia i son bet ween law 
enforcement and the people 
as wel l as an act iv ist and 
independent journalist.
“I go to the major protests, 
e s p e c i a l l y  when  t here ’s 
probably going to be rioting,” 
Ali said. “And I’m usually on 
the scene to try to diffuse 
situat ions that could turn 
ugly.”
Ali said that South Carolina 
law enforcement is “familiar” 
with him, but Charlotte was a 
tougher place.
A l i  com mended Sout h 
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Gamecocks Eat Well Cooking Demo
Healthy Carolina Farmers Market
Deadline to apply for Community Partner 
Breakfast
Dates to know
Greene Street 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Maxcy Kitchen 5:30 to 7 p.m.
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Lit candles are placed near the foot of the South Carolina Statehouse stairs at a Black Lives Matter protest and vigil on Saturday, Oct. 1. 
“We can almost 
anticipate that some 
time this week, 
there’ ll be another 
young black man 
or older black man 
shot under suspicious 
circumstances.”
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*Approval is based on credit worthiness; existing AllSouth auto loans are not eligible for this promotion; minimum loan
amount of $5,000; interest will continue to accrue during the 90 days with no payment; $100 will be deposited into your











Move your auto loan to
AllSouth & get...
The Official
University of  
South Carolina Ring
For more information, please
visit us online at balfour.com/sc
or call 1-866-225-3687.
Tuesday – Wednesday,
October 4 – 5
 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Darla Moore School of Business – 
Sonoco Pavilion
Carolina Grad Fair
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NC college students 
killed at party
Hurricane Matthew 
puts SC on alert
South Carolina emergency offi cials have begun emergency preparations 
for possible effects from Hurricane Matthew, The State reports. The S.C. 
Emergency Management Division offi cially put coastal counties on alert 
Sunday as the category four hurricane made its way toward Jamaica and 
Haiti. Some forecast models have the storm hitting the continental U.S., 
and even if the storm stays out to sea the Palmetto State could still see 
tropical storm conditions.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Clinton campaigns
 in Charlotte
Hillary Clinton visited Charlotte, North Carolina on Sunday as the 
city continues to reel from the death of Keith Scott, The Charlotte 
Observer reports. Clinton acknowledged the death of Scott and the 
turmoil that ensued in her visit to Little Rock AME Zion Church. 
The Democratic presidential hopeful planned to visit Charlotte in the 
immediate aftermath of the shooting, but she postponed the trip at the 
request of the city’s mayor.
— Compiled by Mary Ramsey, News Editor
Two North Carolina A&T State University students were killed at a 
party early Sunday, WLTX reports. A fi ght reportedly broke out at the 
party in Greensboro, North Carolina and shots were fi red. The two 
students were identifi ed as a sophomore from Illinois and a junior from 
North Carolina.
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Carolina law enforcement for a 
peacef u l  relat ionsh ip w it h t he 
people.
“We have control here. Our law 
enforcement is a lot more courteous 
here in South Carol ina than in 
North Carolina,” Ali said. “That’s 
why we don’t riot.”
Law enforcement off icers were 
present on Statehouse grounds for 
the event. Columbia Police Chief 
Skip Holbrook stood on the other 
side of Gervais Street supervising 
the area.
Holbrook says he thinks it is 
important for offi cers to be at events 
such as BLM protests and vigils to 
support those who have grievances 
and are calling for change.
“I think what separates us from 
so many other places across the 
country is that we respect and honor 
people’s r ights to assemble and 
protest and voice their views and 
opinions,” Holbrook said. “It’s very 
important to us that we make sure 
that everybody is safe, and I think 
we’ve done that very well over the 
last couple years.”
Chief Holbrook says there is a 
visible “signifi cant mistrust” of law 
enforcement among civilians. He 
also says that offi cers should work to 
eliminate the anti-police narrative as 
well as suspicious shootings.
“Citizens are the police and the 
police are the citizens, and we’re 
human,” Holbrook said. “We’ve got 
to be accountable to the public that 
we serve.”
Throughout the event, especially 
while no one was speaking on the 
steps ,  people protested on t he 
sidewalk, projecting their voices to 
Gervais and Main streets.
People chanted “Say their names!” 
between the names of black people 
who have made headlines after being 
killed by law enforcement offi cers.
A .C .  Pa rh a m ,  a  t h i r d -y e a r 
c r i m i na l  ju s t ice  s t udent ,  a nd 
Bethany Cromer, a fourth-year sport 
management student, also protested 
near the street.
“Enough is enough, honest ly, 
with police brutality. And I feel like 
police need to be held accountable 
for their actions,” Parham said. “I’m 
really tired of watching the news and 
seeing innocent black lives just being 
taken for no reason at all.”
As cars went by, some of the 
drivers honked their horns or held 
up their f ists in sol idarit y with 
the protesters, to which protesters 
responded with cheers.
“I’m just here for equality ... A 
white guy can [shoot] up a church 
and he gets escorted out, but the 
black guy that’s reading a book gets 
shot,” Cromer said. “It’s not fair.”
Parham and Cromer said they 
were happy with the event’s turnout 
— many people showed up and 
formed a racially diverse crowd, and 
the event remained peaceful.
A not her  a t t endee  f rom t he 
U S C  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  D a v i d 
Snyder, faculty principal at USC’s 
International House.
A historian, Snyder said that the 
events that spark protests such as 
Saturday’s are part of a “long and 
very tragic history in American life,” 
and that he wants to contribute to 
actions in response to that.
“Black people have known for a 
very long time what the problems 
are, but too many white people are 
unaware and need to be woken up,” 
Snyder said.  He also said that not 
enough is being done about systemic 
racism, and that, “by definition,” 
there is no limit to what can be done.
After Mills spoke to the crowd 
again and was fol lowed up by a 
guest poet, her co-organizer Rachel 
Barringer took the platform.
Barringer encouraged the white 
people in attendance to give a person 
of color the chance to speak out 
from experience. She said that she 
has the privilege of using her voice 
and platform as a white woman, and 
that is “not a gift that is given to 
everyone.”
Continuing to address the white 
people in the crowd specif ically, 
Barringer called for them to avoid 
neutrality and take a stand against 
incidents of racism.
“Stand up when your coworkers, 
when your family, when random 
people on the internet who look 
like you voice the racism that is 
tearing our society apart; stand up,” 
Barringer said, “because this is not 
going to change until we do.”
— S t a f f  w r i t e r  M ike  Wo o d e l 
contributed to this report.
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From one capital city to the next, 
Atlanta is a three-and-a-half-hour 
drive from Columbia. While Atlanta 
has the usual tourist attractions any 
busy city offers, the best parts of the 
city are those hidden away from the 
spotlight. If you only have one day 
to explore, these tips will help you 
experience all that is truly Atlanta.
A crisp, sunny Atlanta morning 
is best spent walk ing or bik ing 
throughout the city on the BeltLine. 
Currently there are 11 miles of trails 
open to the public, but the ultimate 
goal of the project is to have 33 miles 
of pedestrian paths. The future of 
the BeltLine is exciting because it 
encourages exploration of the city 
by foot. During your walk on the 
BeltLine, you’ll notice many artistic 
structures and wall art throughout 
the trail that add to the art ist ic 
culture of Atlanta.
Accessible from the BeltLine, 
Ponce Cit y Market is a unique 
destination for food and shopping. 
Constructed from an old Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. warehouse, the 
industrial character of Ponce City 
Market makes it unlike any other 
shopping area. For the shoppers, 
stores worth checking out include 
A nt h ropolog ie ,  A rcher  Paper 
Goods,  Madewel l  and Onward 
Reserve. Time for lunch? Ponce 
City Market’s food court has many 
options from a smoothie at Lucky 
Lotus to a European style sandwich 
or salad at Farm to Ladle. Even if 
shopping or eating doesn’t interest 
you, Ponce City Market’s history 
and architecture is worth checking 
out.
If you need a mid-afternoon pick-
me-up, there’s no need to settle for 
your usual Starbucks order. Atlanta 
is full of unique coffeehouses with 
character and great coffee. Chrome 
Yellow Trading Co.’s aesthetically 
pleasing atmosphere creates a perfect 
location for community with friends. 
The coffee shop also sells Atlanta 
hats, shirts and coffee mugs that 
make for a perfect souvenir.
A t r ip to At lanta wouldn’t be 
complete without exper iencing 
the music scene. One of the most 
unique venues, the Tabernacle, 
creates a very intimate atmosphere 
for music listeners. Opening in 1910, 
the Tabernacle has r ich history 
and character that is revealed in 
the interior of the building. From 
well-known artists to up and coming 
bands, there is always an event going 
on that is worth a ticket.
The perfect ending to a day in 
Atlanta is taking advantage of the 
gorgeous sk yl ine. Sk yView is a 
modernized ferris wheel located in 
the heart of the city. The enclosed 
gondola provides a cozy atmosphere 
to relax and take in the beaut y 
Atlanta.
The drive to Atlanta is defi nitely 
worth it — just make sure to factor 
in traffic time! There’s no way to 
deny the busyness of the city, but 
the best way to experience Atlanta is 
to make the big city small. Georgia 
has a true gem as their capital city 
because there is no other place like 
Atlanta.
Modern v ideo game 
culture is built on hype. 
At any given moment in 
the comment section of 
a gaming site, there are 
people talking about being 
excited for an upcoming 
game, talking about how 
great the game they are 
playing is or, commonly, 
t a l k i n g  ab o u t  how  a 
game was a let-down and 
d idn’t l ive up to their 
expectations.
Mo s t  r e c e nt l y  t h i s 
o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e 
highly anticipated space 
explorat ion game “No 
Man’s Sk y.” The game 
was originally revealed in 
2013, and from then until 
it was eventually released 
in August of this year, the 
game garnered a massive 
amount of attention. The 
game received f inancial 
support from Sony, was 
feat ured at t heir 2014 
E3 conference and was 
covered heav ily by the 
gaming press, including 
nu merou s  i nt e r v ie w s 
with Sean Murray, the 
ma nag i ng  d i rec tor  at 
Hello Games which is the 
studio behind the game. 
Murray even appeared 
on The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert in 2015.
During these various 
show i ng s ,  “No Ma n’s 
Sky” was shown to be a 
massive game that uses 
algorithms to create over 
18 quintill ion dif ferent 
planet s  for  players  to 
explore with each having 
unique plant and animal 
life to discover. This part 
is true, and the game we 
have now does have a 
seemingly endless series 
of d if ferent planets to 
traverse. However, many 
players found themselves 
let down. A large group 
o f  p l a y e r s  e x p e c t e d 
t he  g a me to  have  a n 
unprecedented amount 
of content and activities 
to do across its incredibly 
large set t ing and they 
were disappointed when 
t he game d id n’t  meet 
t he i r  e x p e c t a t io n s  – 
expectat ions that were 
largely built from rumors 
and speculation that came 
about in the absence of 
clear answers from Hello 
Games. 
O ver  t he  cou r se  of 
t he  a rou nd  t wo - a nd-
a-ha l f  yea r s  f rom t he 
game’s  an nou ncement 
to its release, many fans 
conjured up a growing list 
of expectations and hyped 
the game up into being 
something revolutionary 
t h a t  w o u l d  c h a n g e 
gaming forever. The game 
constantly received press 
time with major gaming 
sites and speculation over 
what players would be 
able to do in the game ran 
rampant until it became 
diffi cult to decipher what 
was an actual promise 
made by the company and 
what was born out of wild 
rumors from fans.
This pre-release hype 
hit its frightening climax 
over the summer when 
Hello Games announced 
they would have to push 
the game’s release back 
three weeks. Following 
t h i s  a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
Murray took to twitter to 
say that he had received 
death threats from angry 
fans over the delay. Kotaku 
reporter Jason Schreier 
who simply reported on 
the delay also received 
at least one threat that 
shared on twitter. Clearly 
these extreme examples 
don’t  come a ny where 
close to representing the 
mass gaming public, but 
it does highlight a basic 
problem that we have as 
consumers: We constantly 
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“Miss Peregr ine’s Home 
for Pecul iar Children” hit 
theaters this weekend. Based 
on Ransom Riggs’ novel, this 
movie is quintessentially Tim 
Burton — dark and poignant all 
at once. It opens with Jake (Asa 
Greenfield), a young misfit, 
putting together mysterious 
c lue s  t h at  h i s  mu rdere d 
grandfather gave him before 
he died. Eventually, Jake fi nds 
himself in the orphanage that 
his grandfather once lived in. 
He befriends the children of 
Miss Peregrine’s (Eva Green) 
home, especially Ella Purnell 
(Emma Bloom). The children 
all have unique powers: For 
example, when Ella takes her 
boots off, she fl oats away. In 
addition to possessing grisly 
superpowers, the children 
don’t age. As Jake gets to 
know the peculiar children, 
adventure ensues as an evil 
force by the name Barron 
(Samuel L. Jackson) threatens 
Jake’s new friends.
This fi lm is, unsurprisingly, 
enchant ing from a v isual 
aspect. A seemingly adorable 
l it t le girl reveals a hidden 
set of grisly teeth, and Jake 
and Ella fi nd themselves in an 
underwater shipwreck in an 
exceptionally stunning and 
lovely scene. Burton, as usual, 
creates mood and meaning 
in ever y moment t hrough 
his masterful use of v isual 
elements. What is surprising, 
though, is the lack of coherent 
plot. It’s easy to appreciate and 
even get lost in the breathtaking 
imagery, but actually following 
the storyline? Not so much.
Despite a script that feels 
overloaded and bordering on 
incoherent, the star-studded 
cast still manages to work well 
— Green and Jackson both give 
great performances. A scene in 
which the two confront each 
other showcases their ability 
to create onscreen chemistry 
despite a less than stel lar 
script. Green is definitely the 
star of this show as a darker 
Mary Poppins, but Jackson also 
brings an element of bizarreness 
to the evil Mr. Barron, whose 
appetite for eyeballs is displayed 
in a fantastically hair-raising 
manner.
Another star is Bloom, who 
is captivat ing as a teenager 
st ruggl ing to f ind herself. 
Bloom is  a  per fect f it  for 
this eccentric and charming 
character — her abi l it y to 
f loat and blow air bubbles is 
portrayed in a darkly quirky 
way that only makes sense in 
a Burton-esque character. Her 
love interest, and supposed 
main character Greenf ield, 
fades into the background 
compared to some of his co-
stars, but this can be forgiven, 
as the film does not give him 
as much room to explore his 
role. These characters also 
bring in some grim humor that 
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The Ponce City Market on Ponce De Leon Ave. in Atlanta offers visitors a variety of shopping and dining options. 
Courtesy of Tribune News Service







‘Miss Peregrine’ lacks 
peculiarity, coherency
Gamers should be 
smarter consumers
Atlanta
“Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children”
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overhype games.
With “No Man’s Sky,” it ’s 
true that Hello Games wasn’t 
transparent about what was in 
their game, which can be seen by 
the fact that they are currently 
under invest igat ion for false 
advertisement. The company 
c a r r i e d  o u t  q u e s t i o n a b l e 
market ing strategies, giv ing 
vag ue answers to quest ions 
about  t he  ga me a nd goi ng 
completely silent on twitter for 
nearly a month shortly following 
the release of them game when 
many players were voicing their 
frustrations. That being said, 
there are ways that consumers 
could and should take matters 
into their own hands and prevent 
themselves from falling prey to 
marketing speak and inf lated 
expectations.
W h i l e  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t 
companies should be held to 
a standard of honesty when 
it comes to market ing their 
games, I also believe there is an 
on us on consumers to educate 
themselves and make rational, 
informed decisions with their 
money.  A s  consu mer s ,  we 
should do more to recognize 
how to see through marketing- 
and PR-speak and make our 
own assessments of games.
I n  t he  “ No  M a n’s  Sk y ” 
example, Hello Games is an 
incredibly small company that, 
on their website, lists 16 people 
for their entire team and whose 
only previous games are the 
“Joe Danger” games, which 
are simplist ic side-scrol l ing 
platformers featuring a small 
cartoon stuntman. Bet ween 
this fact and the fact that Hello 
Games showed the same type 
of gameplay footage over and 
over, never really answering 
the question of what the player 
would be doing in the game, 
there should have been alarm 
bel l s  i n  t he  head of  ever y 
consumer.
Instead, many gamers made 
speculat ions on what Hel lo 
Games were hiding about the 
game and eagerly bought the 
game on its release date expecting 
to have these expectations met. 
Hel lo Games is part ia l ly to 
blame for doing a poor job in 
addressing these issues, but I 
believe that if consumers had 
made a better attempt to keep 
their expectations in check, they 
could have waited, seen reactions 
from the game, and saved their 
$60. Also, had their expectations 
been properly set, they might 
have even been able to enjoy the 
game for what it really is.
T he  wor s t  pa r t  i s ,  I  a m 
guilty too. Earlier this year, I 
included “No Man’s Sky” in a 
list of “bold new games” and 
said that it could be a “literal 
game-changer” and went on to 
call it “the defi nition of a bold, 
new project .” In h indsight , 
expectations for a small indie 
team trying to make a game of 
this magnitude shouldn’t have 
ever been that high, and while 
this responsibility falls fi rst on 
the actual makers and marketers 
of the game to port ray the 
correct message, consumers 
could also do more to better 
t hei r  ow n buy ing choices , 
independent of what they are 
told through marketing.
The “No Man’s Sky” story 
i s  ju st  one of  many in t he 
v ideo game indust r y where 
expectations and reality failed 
to match up, and whether you 
are trying to speak with your 
wallet to make companies be 
more transparent with their 
marketing or you simply want 
to make sure you don’t waste 
your money, as a consumer, I 
implore you to make educated 
and informed decisions when 
dropping down money for a 
game.
is typical to a Burton 
film and provides some 
lightness in this grisly 
world.  A lt hough t he 
script and storyline were 
not outstanding, the 
fi lm’s stars preform well 
and sometimes almost 
manage to distract from 
a confusing and clunky 
plot.
If you are looking for a 
classic Tim Burton fi lm, 
such as “Beet lejuice” 
or  “T he Night ma re 
B e f ore  C h r i s t m a s ,” 
p r e p a r e  f o r  s o m e 
disappointment. This 
film lacks the distinct 
and meaningful plot 
that much of Burton’s 
earlier work contains. 
“Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children,” 
while missing the level 
of peculiarity that was 
expected from a Tim 
Bur ton f i lm,  i s  s t i l l 
unsurprisingly dazzling 
and g r uesome a l l  at 
once. Where this movie 
falls short in storyline, it 
exceeds expectations in 
aesthetics and is worth 
the watch simply for the 
sake of watching.
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Tim Burton’s fi lm adaptation of “Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children” was released on Sept. 30.
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Courtesy of Hello Games
“No Man’s Sky,” the procedurally generated space exploration game from Hello Games was released on Aug. 9.
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CVS Health, where your health is our priority.
Fall into a new routine. Make CVS your weekly habit. 
We are your home away from home. 
Come visit us for all your 








April 1 in Chicago, Illinois, 
should have come and gone 
ju st  a s  a ny ot her  Fr iday 
does: school-aged children 
seated at desks with pencils 
in hand and recess on their 
minds.  However,  on t h is 
particular Friday, thousands 
of discontented public school 
teachers decided to strike 
against the state government’s 
fa i lure to a l locate proper 
funding to schools, a neglect 
which has resulted in not only 
the lack of proper resources for 
students but also the lack of fair 
pay for the teachers.
If this incident in Chicago 
had occurred in isolat ion, 
we perhaps could brush it to 
the side as an exception. But 
with increasing amounts of 
data surfacing exposing the 
t r ut h beh ind inadequate 
compensation for public school 
teachers, it seems to have 
become the rule.
Across the country, men 
and women who dedicate their 
lives to educating children and 
setting them up for success 
in life are consistently ripped 
off when they receive their 
paychecks. Rather than the 
system placing delicious red 
apples on teachers’ desks every 
two weeks, it gives them sour 
apples filled with worms and 
bruises.
For those who claim that 
teachers are paid the adequate 
amount for their work , I 
challenge you to fi nd a teacher 
who does not go above and 
beyond during the summer 
months — teachers’ only “off” 
time — preparing for the year 
to come. Just because they have 
to report to school about 9.5 
months out of the year does not 
mean that they do not work just 
as hard and exert themselves as 
much as any other comparable 
worker in another f ield. In 
fact, teachers often spend the 
summer months catching up 
on the extensive and inevitably 
strict new standardizat ion 
regulations for the upcoming 
school year. Beyond this, many 
of them take the time to tutor 
students who may need extra 
academic help and even go 
so far as to carry a notebook 
around with them at all times 
in case they think of a new idea 
for the upcoming year. 
Yeah, the summer months 
a re tota l ly  a  vacat ion to 
teachers.
Let’s look at the average 
salary in a career field with 
more social prestige attached, 
not to mention great publicity 
for  A mer ica  a nd a  huge 
paycheck for team owners: the 
NBA. While the average NBA 
player makes about $2.5 million 
annually, public school teachers 
earn on average bet ween 
$43,000 and $49,000 — just 
above double the povert y 
level for a family of three — 
working diligently every day 
to help their students realize 
their potent ia l.  Teaching 
does not begin and end at 
the sound of a bell; teachers 
dedicate hours before and after 
school to grading, planning, 
rev iewing and developing 
excit ing lesson plans and 
informative lectures. Sports 
are undeniably important and 
entertaining. But are they 
really millions of dollars per 
year more important than the 
individuals who shape our 
children’s futures?
So relevant has this topic 
become that several studies 
have occurred that attempt 
to quantify the actual level 
of injust ice facing public 
school teachers today. In what 
has become known as the 
“Teacher Pay Study” by Sylvia 
A l legret to and Lawrence 
Mishel, results indicate that 
the current wage gaps between 
teachers and comparable 
workers in other fields has 
increased tremendously since 
the 1970s. Using data from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and 
various associates, researchers 
discovered that, by the year 
2015, the relative gap of wages 
between public school teachers 
and workers in other fi elds was 
17 percent — compared with 
the 5.6 percent wage gap that 
existed in 1979. This statistic is 
startling.
Interestingly, as the issue of 
poor compensation for public 
teachers has risen to the public 
conversation, our nation has 
never been in more need of 
excellent teachers.
It ’s a lmost as if col lege 
students don’t want to pursue 
a degree that will lead them to 
social judgment and minimal 
vertical mobility.
We shouldn’t have to report 
on stories of outraged teachers, 
arguably some of the most 
self less people in the work 
force, going on strike just to 
have their needs met in order to 
properly do their jobs and live 
their lives. So next time you go 
back to your old high school 
to revisit your old teachers and 
mentors, make an effort to tell 
them just how appreciative you 
are of their dedication. Also, 
teachers really do appreciate a 
good red apple placed on their 
desks … just saying.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must 
not  exceed 300 words. 
Students must include their 
full name, major and year. 
Faculty and staff must include 
their full name, position and 
department.  Community 
members must include their 
full name and applicable job 
title. Verifiable statements of 
fact must include at least one 
source; if we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, your letter 
will not be published until the 
writer implements necessary 
c h a n g e s  o r  p r o v i d e s 
reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are 









When did being lazy 
become a bad th ing? 
Seriously, people cal l 
me lazy expect ing me 
to get of fended. A ll I 
can say is “uh … OK 
thanks” and then they 
give me that look that 
say s  “you have done 
nothing to contribute to 
society, you are a good 
for nothing.” A look that 
says “I know your worth 
from a glance.” And all 
this is because I’m lazy. 
So what? I like to take 
the easy way more often 
than not.
I  m e a n ,  j u s t  l o ok 
outside. You’re bound 
to see someone driving 
a car.  W hen you see 
someone driving, do we 
think they are lazy for 
not walk ing? No, we 
think this is something 
too common to be lazy, 
but wait — choosing 
to take t he easy way 
out or being unwilling 
to exert energy is just 
what being lazy is. My 
mission is to correct the 
misguided interpretation 
of laziness.
A nd  I  don’t  s t a nd 
alone. A common urban 
legend is that Bill Gates, 
the r ichest person in 
the world, once said, “I 
will always choose a lazy 
person to do a difficult 
job because he will fi nd 
an easy way to do it.”
As I said earlier, the 
use of a car is an act of 
laz iness ,  as  are most 
inventions. Look at the 
phone and how it has 
evolved.  At f i r st ,  we 
were too lazy to meet 
someone in person to tell 
them something. Then 
we became too lazy to 
move to our telephone, 
so we made the mobile 
phone. This evolution 
brought on by laziness 
still continues today.
A lexander Graham 
Bell, one of the primary 
i n v e n t o r s  o f  t h e 
telephone, once sa id, 
“When one door closes, 
another door opens, but 
we so often look so long 
and so regretfully upon 
t he c losed door t hat 
we do not see the ones 
which open for us.”
I believe this shows 
how people of ten put 
too much energy in the 
wrong place only to fi nd 
they could have used half 
as much if they looked 
elsewhere.
I fi nd this same waste 
of energy in the methods 
o f  T ho m a s  E d i s o n , 
especially in his quote: 
“I have not failed. I’ve 
just found 10,000 ways 
that won’t work.”
While I don’t discredit 
h a r d  w o r k ’s  e f f e c t 
toward success, I also 
don’t believe any one end 
of the spectrum from 
laziness to hard work has 
any given advantage over 
the other, because too 
much of any habit can be 
a bad thing.
In the end, who wants 
to go out of their way to 
do something they don’t 
have to? I, for one, try 
to only do what has to 
be done when it must be 
done.
Why not just avoid the 
pain of hard work and 
instead look for an easier 
way? From some of the 
earl iest t imes, people 
have done the same.
Consider this: “People 
started growing crops 
because going hunting 
without knowing if you’d 
catch any thing was a 
pain. People dug wells 
because going all the way 
to the river was a pain. 
Laziness is the mother of 
human progress.”
I couldn’t have said 
i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  I k t a 
Solork of Bokuto Uno’s 
“A l d e r a m i n  o n  t h e 
Sky.” Frankly, I didn’t 
w a nt  t o  p u t  i n  t h e 
effort. Either way, the 
next t ime you talk to 
someone on the phone 
or the next time you ride 
in a car, remember the 
contr ibut ions of lazy 




I n 2012,  t he Republ ica n 
nominee for president lamented 
that 47 percent of Americans 
paid no income tax and would 
never vote for a Republican 
because of it .  In 2016, t he 
Republicans made a billionaire 
who once paid no income tax 
their presidential nominee. Why 
this is tolerated strikes to the 
core of how we view welfare as a 
country and why that attitude is 
problematic.
Let ’s  s t a r t  w it h  Dona ld 
Trump, who The New York 
Times revealed paid no income 
tax in 1995 and might have used 
that return to get out of paying it 
for 18 years. Of course, we can’t 
know if he did for certain because 
he won’t release his tax returns. 
He did, however, take some 
time at the debate to say that his 
ability to pay no taxes made him 
smart. When billionaires exploit 
every loophole their accountants 
can find, they deserve to pay 
no taxes for their genius. Or, at 
least, the Republican Party will 
stay silent on the matter.
When a single mother who 
s t r uggle s  to  pay  for  ba s ic 
necessit ies doesn’t pay taxes, 
then she needs to work harder 
and stop being dependent on 
the government. Additionally, 
we need to fi x the tax system so 
she gets less “welfare” and pays 
more taxes. I wish I were just 
talking about the Republican 
leadership here, but the problem 
is pervasive. Even the Clintons 
wholeheartedly embraced it 
while they were in offi ce.
So let’s talk about what income 
redistribution in America really 
looks like. The United States 
has had a history of progressive 
income taxes dat ing back to 
Lincoln, even t hough t hey 
weren’t explicitly constitutional 
until 1913. That means that the 
rate paid by someone making 
very little money is lower than 
the rate of someone making a 
lot of money, rather than both 
paying the same rate.
Economical ly, th is makes 
sense. If we assume that people 
buy the things they need most 
before they buy less important 
things, then the people with a 
lot of money are spending the 
least of it on the things least 
important to society. However, 
in practice, they actually save a 
lot of their money rather than 
spend it. In an economy that 
depends on people spending 
money on services, it’s actually 
better for the economy as a 
whole if we take some money a 
rich person would save and give 
it to a poor person to spend.
If we accept that, then the 
tax rate establ ished by the 
government is what a person 
gives to it under the law, and any 
money the government waives is 
a handout. So tax deductions and 
money or items given directly 
to the people are both a form of 
government redistributing the 
tax money they are owed back to 
the people.
Incidentally, we spend a lot 
more on tax deductions than 
traditional welfare. And most 
of that doesn’t go to the poor or 
even help society or the economy 
that much. In an average year, 
the government loses out on 
more than $70 billion by not 
taxing the interest on mortgage 
pay ment s .  By compar ison, 
t he  g over n me nt  s p e nt  a n 
average of $100 billion a year 
on unemployment insurance 
during the worst parts of the 
recession. Food stamps cost the 
government around $50 billion 
in the most recent fi scal year.
Just one welfare program 
that the government has for 
people wealthy enough to buy 
a house cost s it  more than 
food stamps, but I can’t recall 
the last time we wanted drug 
tests for homeowners receiving 
tax breaks.  That ’s just one 
deduction, too. Once you factor 
in the ones that allow Donald 
Trump and Boeing to pay no 
taxes, you end up with far more 
welfare money given to the 
richest Americans than we give 
to the poorest.
So if a welfare king exists in 
America, he looks a lot more like 

















Public teachers need rewards, not punishments
America has a welfare king
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University Housing
ON-CAMPUS SIGN UP
October 3 - November 3, 2016
Visit housing.sc.edu for more information!
New Community Available Fall 2017
Health Sciences
University Housing is excited to annouce the introduction of the Health 
Sciences Living & Learning Community! This community is designed to 
empower undergraduate students to pursue experiential and career-
focused opportunities within the healthcare field. This residential 
environment will afford for dynamic interdisciplinary exposure and 
relationships with peers, faculty, staff and local healthcare professionals. 
Students participating in this community will help further a campus 
environment where Gamecocks live well. The central hub of this 
community will be housed in an apartment-style residence hall with 
various clusters located throughout other residence halls on campus.
PHD • JORGE CHAM HOROSCOPES  
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EMPLOYMENT
Preschool assistants and 
substitutes
Eastminster Day School 
@ 3200 Trenholm Road, 
Columbia, is now accepting 
applications for part-time 
teachers & substitutes-
mornings and afternoons.  





BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 




SAIL: PEDU150 (803) 317 
9060
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reserved Parking Spaces 
$380 per Semester









15 Muse with a lyre











27 Title stuffed bear















42 Of Mice and __
43 Hall of Fame
umpire Conlan
44 App writer
46 “... against a __ of
troubles”: Hamlet










59 Literary orphan ...























6 Did lawn work
7 Proofer’s fi nd
8 Thai native












26 Not misled by
29 Where to get
wraps and scrubs












39 Florida’s __ Beach
40 Out of a jamb?
45 Pious
46 They’re often on
a slippery slope






51 Sun Tzu’s “The
Art __”
52 Longest river in
France



























Collaborate to grow 
you r  jo i nt  f i na nces . 
Te a m w o r k  m a k e s  a 
difference. Abundance 
i s  a v a i l a b l e .  S h a r e 
resources, experience 
a n d  t a l e n t .  M a k e 
a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d 
schedule actions. Follow 
a profi table opportunity.
Taurus
N e g o t i a t e  a n d 
compromise to get a 
deal that works for both. 
Collaborate on a new 
assignment. Sort out 
resources, and sweeten 
the pitch. It could get 
romantic.
Gemini
Slow to avoid accidents 
and fi nish faster. There’s 
plenty of demand for 
your at tent ion. Keep 
cool, and the intensity 
passes. Appreciate what 
you have. True love is 
revealed.
Cancer
Look at things from a 
new perspective. Follow 
a strong attraction. Put 
your t a lent to work . 
Combi ne  de lec t able 
f l a v o r s ,  v i s u a l s , 
fragrance and music to 
express your love.
Leo
Home a nd f a m i ly 
have your at tent ion. 
Share concerns with 
someone you t r u s t . 
Solutions may require 
p h y s i c a l l y  m o v i n g 
t h ings a rou nd.  The 
g e n t l e  a p p r o a c h 
works best. Start from 
balance.
Virgo
T u r n  o n  y o u r 
c r e a t i v i t y .  W a l k 
o u t d o o r s  f o r 
i n s p i r at ion .  L i s t en 
to music and poetry. 
T h i n k  i n  t e r m s  o f 
color, rhythm and style. 
A partner spurs you to 
action.
Libra
Review the budget 
to get clear on expense 
priorities. Research new 
methodologies. Cajole 
someone into paying 
up. Keep the faith. You 
can accomplish great 
things. Follow through.
Scorpio
You know what you 
what and how to get it. 
Entertain a personal 
dream. A loved one 
spu r s  you on.  Leap 
over fences. It could be 
magical.
Sagittarius
C l e a n ,  o r g a n i z e 
and plan your steps 
and goals. Strengthen 
foundat ions for later 
act ion. Stay sensit ive 
to a loved one’s wishes, 
while remaining true 
to  you r se l f .  I nvent 
possibilities.
Capricorn
Your friends are your 
inspiration. Have fun 
toget her.  You don’t 
h ave  t o  s t a r t  f rom 
scratch; build on what 
others have star ted. 
Make beauty a priority.
Aquarius
A  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
opportunit y tempts. 
Persistent actions are 
r e q u i r e d .  P r e p a r e 
mater ia ls ,  and apply 
yourself. Polish your 
presentation. A friend 
ca n teach you what 
you need. Take new 
territory.
Pisces
Sate your curiosity. 
Get adventurous and 
explore. Make harmony 
a  g o a l  w i t h  y o u r 
partner. Achieve a new 
level of understanding 
together. Improv ise. 
Adapt as you go.
APP
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the leadership of his senior trio to steer 
the newcomers in the right direction.
“We are extremely proud of who 
they are, how they conduct themselves, 
how they represent us off and on the 
court, and I know their teammates 
respect them a lot,” Martin said of his 
three seniors, who were part of his fi rst 
true recruiting class.
Though the Gamecocks had another 
experienced trio of seniors last season, 
Thornwell, Notice and McKie believe 
they’ve been serving as leaders for 
quite some time.
“It’s happened pretty much every 
year since we’ve been here,” McKie 
said of the turnover of personnel. 
“This time around, we’re just older, 
we’re wiser. We know what to do, what 
not to do, we know how to handle the 
new guys as far as off the court issues 
and on the court stuff.”
“Everybody is trying to say we’re 
leaders now, but we’ve been leaders 
since we’ve been here,” Thornwell 
added.
The seniors echo the message 
of  Mar t in ,  say ing t hat  miss ing 
t he tournament last  year was a 
disappointment, but that the focus has 
been shifted to the upcoming season.
“At the end of the day, it’s our fault 
for even putt ing ourselves in the 
situation,” Thornwell said of getting 
left off the bubble last season. “This 
year, we’ve gotta work harder and do a 
little bit extra, do a little more to make 
sure those mistakes don’t happen.”
After finishing third in the SEC, 
beating nine top 100 programs and 
winning 11 conference games, it’s hard 
to imagine South Carolina taking 
another step forward this season. 
However, Martin emphasizes that 
a team’s record isn’t always the best 
barometer for improvement.
“If we win 21 games but make the 
NCAA Tournament, there’s gonna 
be a lot people saying ‘well, they’re 
not as good’ because we won fewer 
games,” Martin said. “But if we make 
the tournament, does that make it a 
greater season?”
With unproven faces likely playing 
big minutes, it’s tough to know exactly 
how the season will shake out for the 
Gamecocks. Fans can be sure of one 
thing however, as the players’ focus 
hasn’t changed.
“The goal remains the same,” 
T h o r n w e l l  s a i d .  “ M a k e  t h e 
tournament.”
The Gamecocks begin their pursuit 
of the postseason with offi cial practice 
Monday. South Carolina will take 
the court for an exhibition against 
Newberry on Nov. 6 before opening 
regular season play at home against 




prevent getting burned by the long 
ball that the Aggies have a tendency 
to hit. They still gave up some yards 
on a few scramble runs by Trevor 
K night and Tray veon Will iams 
broke a 49-yard touchdown run, 
but overall it was a step in the right 
direction for the South Carolina 
defense.
Sure, the offense has been hard to 
watch. Anyone who has watched a 
game this season would agree to that, 
but it is important to understand 
the circumstances surrounding this 
season.
Obviously, there is a completely 
different coaching staff leading the 
Gamecocks. Will Muschamp has 
been known for his defensive mind 
so he chose Kurt Roper to be his 
offensive coordinator. Combine the 
new coaching staff with the youth on 
offense, and struggles are expected.
The truth is, it is impossible to 
correct these issues in such a short 
t ime. The offense is made up of 
many true freshman who are just 
getting their fi rst taste of what it’s 
like to play in the SEC.
Brandon McIlwain has struggled 
at quarterback but just needs more 
t ime to develop. A.J. Turner has 
shown signs of a bright future, with 
his 75-yard touchdown run against 
the Aggies the latest example. Rico 
Dowdle ran the ball well in his debut 
and gives the Gamecocks options in 
the backfi eld in the coming weeks. 
Bryan Edwards has the potential 
to be an elite playmaker and has 
already demonstrated his ability to 
make amazing catches.
These talented freshmen and a 
highly-ranked recruiting class set to 
enter in 2017 show that the South 
Carolina football has a bright future 
ahead.
When you put some of the losses 
in the proper context, they simply 
aren’t as depressing. The Gamecocks 
gave Texas A&M a harder game than 
anyone imagined. The final seven 
games of this season are crucial for 
the growth and development of the 
team, and South Carolina needs full 
support from the Gamecock fans 
every week to continue improving.
t he  p a s s i n g  g a me 
has stead i ly grown 
after pulling in just 
t wo recept ions for 
17 yards in the f irst 
game of the season 
against Vanderbilt to 
now being the leading 
receiver two straight 
weeks.
A f t e r  c i t i n g 
Hu rs t ’s  succe s s  i n 
recent weeks, Coach 
Muschamp made sure 
to point out his still 
relative inexperience, 
saying, “This is really 
his first year playing 
a bunch and playing 
where we are playing, 
which there’s a lot of 
nuances at the position 
that he’s learning.”
He then went to list 
some of these areas for 
growth, listing angles 
for blocking and just 
improving catching 
the ball.
As other receiving 
target s get injured 
around him, limiting 
ma ny of  t he ot her 
o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
quarterbacks, expect 
t o  s e e  H u r s t ’ s 
p r o d u c t i o n  o n l y 
increase and his role 
become even bigger 
in the offense in the 
l at ter  pa r t  of  t h i s 
season.
Hu rs t ’s  u lt i mate 
ceiling is tantalizing 
for Gamecock fans, 
especially if he were 
to continue improving 
at  t he  r ate  he  ha s 
through the first five 
games this season.Yangxing Ding / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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When Frank Martin took the head 
coach position at South Carolina in 
March 2012, he left a strong Kansas 
State team that had made the NCAA 
Tournament in four of fi ve seasons to 
take over a Gamecock squad fresh off 
a 10-21 season. By his fourth season in 
Columbia, Martin led South Carolina 
to a school-record 25 wins, while he 
had already brought in four top-100 
recruits during his tenure.
With the departure of seven of 
last year’s players, including All-SEC 
First Team forward Michael Carrera, 
many have doubt in the Gamecocks’ 
ability to keep the momentum moving 
forward. However, with a trio of 
seniors and five-star sophomore PJ 
Dozier, Martin doesn’t see why this 
team can’t be as good as last year’s 
bunch.
“I’m excited about this team,” 
Martin said. “I think this team has 
the makings of being very good. 
We’ve gotta make all the pieces come 
together though.”
Several pieces will be unfamiliar 
to fans, as newcomers make up seven 
spots of the South Carolina roster. 
None are more notable than four-
star forward Sedee Keita, as only two 
Gamecock bigs have played for Martin 
before, including Jarrell Holliman, 
who played in just four games last 
season.
Mart in expects Hol l iman and 
sophomore Chris Silva to step into 
leadership roles for the young big 
men, and he says the more experienced 
players will be counted on to play 
signifi cant minutes early in the season.
“We have to have patience, and early 
in the year, probably rely on the guys 
that have been around a little bit more 
while those young guys learn and 
grow up,” Martin said. “And by the 
end of the year, hopefully we can have 
that balance that all good teams have, 
so we can become the best team this 
team can be.”
In the backcourt, the Gamecocks 
have a lot more experience to lean 
on. Seniors Sindarius Thornwell, 
Duane Not ice and Just in McK ie 
have seen time in the vast majority 
of their games under Martin, with 
Thornwell starting all 34 games last 
season and Notice earning the SEC 
Sixth Man of the Year award. With 
such a young team, Martin will rely on 
A f t e r  l e a v i n g  L e x i n g t o n , 
Kentucky, many fans had thrown 
in the towel on the 2016 version 
of South Carolina football. It was 
evident that reaching a bowl game 
was unlikely.
Howe ver,  de sp i t e  t he  e a r l y 
disappointments th is season, it 
would be a large mistake for fans to 
give up on the Gamecocks.
Saturday, the No. 9 Texas A&M 
Aggies entered Columbia expecting 
a walk in the park. The Aggies were 
likely looking at the road trip to 
Columbia as a pre-test before huge 
matchups against Tennessee and 
Alabama. The Gamecocks proved 
that they were not to be taken lightly.
The Gamecocks’ defense has made 
big improvements since gett ing 
torched by East Carolina to the tune 
of 519 total yards allowed. They 
held Texas A&M well under their 
The quarterback controversy for South 
Carolina still is not quelled and the special 
t e a m’s  i s s ue s  rem a i n  u n re so lved ,  but 
with the many quest ions that continue to 
pers i s t  su r rou nd ing t he play of  Coach 
Will Muschamp’s team, the versatility and 
importance of sophomore tight end Hayden 
Hurst only continue to become clearer and 
more apparent with each game.
“He’s a guy that I felt like, going into the 
year, was going to be a dif ference-maker 
for us,” Muschamp said after the game. “He 
certainly has been, especially with the absence 
of some of our other playmakers.”
His ability to be a difference-maker was put 
on full display against Texas A&M. Hurst was 
the leading receiver for the Gamecocks, pulling 
in fi ve receptions for 90 yards, while also adding 
nine yards passing on a trick play that went for 
a fi rst down. His presence appears to alleviate a 
lot of the pressure for the struggling McIlwain, 
who seemed comfortable throwing the ball to 
his big-framed tight end.
With the Carolina offense sputtering and 
facing a fourth down on their own side of the 
fi eld, Muschamp decided to dial up a risky trick 
play, which called for punter Sean Kelly to fake 
a rugby-style punt, taking a few steps to his 
right in order to allow Hurst time to slip past 
the defenders and into open space. Kelly then 
lofted the ball to Hurst, who did the rest of the 
work, rumbling for extra yards and gaining 36 
yards on the play.
Yet the most promising thing about Hurst is 
the potential he has to get even better. Through 
fi ve games, he has shown steady improvement. 
In all but one game, he bettered the receiving 
yards he had of the game prior, and on the 
season he has the most receptions (19) of any 
South Carolina player. His importance in 
Martin looks to build 
on strong season
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina head coach Frank Martin will look to replace seven contributors from last year’s roster with high ceiling young players looking to step into larger roles.  
Sarah Stone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
















Texas A&M’s offense had been one of the most potent in the country before 
playing South Carolina, but the Gamecocks held the Aggies to their lowest total 
of offensive yards this season. 
average for points per game and 
to a season low in total yards. 
While the defense wasn’t good 
enough to completely stop the 
Aggies, they were able to do a 
better job than any other team 
so far this season.
Travaris Robinson’s scheme 
has appeared to be a better fi t. 






Decision to move game to LSU stands test of time
T he dec i s ion  to  move  Sout h 
Carolina’s home game against LSU to 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana following the 
historic f lood that hit Columbia was 
not taken lightly.
While on one hand the promise of 
having football played again offered a 
return to normalcy, South Carolina’s 
athletic department and coaching staff 
also had to consider safety precautions 
and how the game would stretch 
already separately scarce resources. 
Refl ecting back on that decision with 
the benefi t of having a year’s worth of 
hindsight, it certainly seems like they 
made the right call.
One thing that often goes unnoticed 
in the process of moving the game 
was that the athletic department had 
to continue to work after the f lood, 
even when the university and city shut 
down.
Executive associate athletic director 
Charles Bloom described the dilemma 
his staff faced when trying to make 
a decision: “Williams-Brice Stadium 
never became unfi t to play. However, 
you didn’t want to take emergency 
personnel that were making life and 
death efforts around the city and pull 
them away to host a game.”
While playing the game in Columbia 
didn’t feel appropriate as the city 
continued to recover from the fl ood, 
the athletic department recognized 
the importance of having the game 
as a way for fans to escape pain and 
suffering.
“It’s a delicate decision,” Bloom said. 
“I equate it to playing after 9/11. It was 
too soon to play a week after; but two 
weeks after, we needed to start healing. 
I think that football and sports does 
that.”
With Columbia out of the question, 
efforts to move the game to a neutral 
location were explored. Specifically 
venues in Charlotte, At lanta and 
Jacksonville, Florida.
Ultimately, conflicts and financial 
rest r ic t ions and venue conf l ic t s 
made the aforementioned locations 
unrealistic host cities for the game, 
leading South Carolina and LSU to 
the decision to fl ip the home game.
Flipping a hope game obviously 
presents a competitive disadvantage, 
but the opportunity to host a game 
also presents a significant fraction 
of the department’s budget. Simply 
cutting one of just seven of those 
home games would severely stretch the 
department’s fi nancial fl exibility, but 
to LSU’s credit, they assisted in easing 
South Carolina’s limitations.
“LSU was fantastic,” Bloom said. 
“They treated it like it was our home 
game. They gave us the net proceeds 
from the game.”
South Carolina would later be able 
to reciprocate LSU’s gratitude when 
they coordinated relief efforts this past 
August when Baton Rouge suffered 
f rom their own severe f looding 
problems.
In ret rospect ,  the department 
nav igated a very fragile decision 
while preserving both respect toward 
the needs of the country while also 
ensuring the game would in fact be 
played. A year later, the way the way the 
department handled the dilemma looks 
even more masterful. Ramifications 
from the fl ood will continue to haunt 
the city, but on the whole Columbia is 
moving toward a nearly full recovery. 
A little piece of that process was giving 
Gamecock fans a way to momentarily 
escape the heartache and suffering and 
to spend their Saturday like they would 
another: watching South Carolina 
football.
This time a year ago, South Carolina 
was hit by a historic and devastating 
fl ood that put many local business out 
of commission and shook the people of 
Columbia. A year later, the rebuilding 
process has largely taken its course, 
though the memory of the crisis still 
remains fresh.
What was referred to as a once in 
a 1,000 year rainfall, the f looding 
broke numerous rainfall records, broke 
multiple dams, closed roads and lead to 
19 fatalities across the state. The historic 
fl ooding ended up causing around $12 
billion in damages according to a report 
from The State, putting the damages 
around $5 billion greater than that 
caused by Hurricane Hugo in 1989.
Among those affected was the Inakaya 
Japanese Restaurant that had its building 
fl ooded with around four feet of water 
over the fl ood weekend. Kazumi Sato, 
supervisor and daughter of the owner, 
said that when she arrived the morning 
following the day the fl ooding began, all 
the entrances were either blocked off or 
underwater.
However, this didn’t stop Sato from 
investigating further, and she went 
around and found a way into the store 
to assess the damages. What she found 
was the restaurant completely flooded 
and many kitchen appliances and other 
valuables fi lled with water and ruined.
“We have a very expensive Tatami 
fl ooring which is custom-made in Japan,” 
Sato said. “One of those mats cost about 
$3,000. So all of that was damaged. For 
reconstruction, we had to take out all the 
walls. We had to throw away equipment. 
All the food was gone.”
Sato said the restaurant was shut down 
for about a month and a half.
Sato and the rest of the crew at 
Inakaya wasted no time before getting 
started with repairing and restoring 
their business.
“Starting the next day after the fl ood 
we had everybody here, all hands on 
deck,” Sato said. “We were cleaning, 
taking out all the equipment, all the 
trash, washing the f loor, pressure 
washing it.”
Sato said that DHEC came in and told 
them they weren’t supposed to be in the 
restaurant cleaning up immediately after 
the fl ood. But it was too late: Their team 
of employees, both old and current, had 
already cleaned up.
“We have a really good team here,” 
Sato said. “We’re all family, so when the 
fl ood hit everybody came together and 
helped out.”
The Inakaya Japanese Restaurant was 
able to bounce back from its damages but 
it came at a price. Even with insurance, 
Sato said that they still had to pay a hefty 
sum in damages, including $60,000 for 
repairs on the walls.
“We had good people in place and 
we also had the funds for it, and a 
lot of people in Columbia aren’t that 
fortunate,” Sato said.
Sato appreciates the help she received 
from other people but believes that the 
state itself left something to be desired.
“I think neighbors help neighbors,” 
Sato said. “We were helping each other 
out [and] I think that was awesome, but 
as far as the state helping us — nothing. 
I haven’t heard from the state.”
Inakaya was able to open its doors 
again after the fl ood, but many Columbia 
businesses were not fortunate enough to 
be able to do the same. For every story of 
rebuilding and success like Inakaya’s that 
came from the fl ood, there is another of 
immense loss and destruction, showing 






Courtesy of Kazumi Sato
The Japanese restaurant Inakaya experienced extreme damages after the fl ood and received help from the friends and family. 
Courtesy Jeff rey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
LSU made an effort to make it feel like a South Carolina home game when the Gamecocks were unable to host in the week following the fl ood. 
The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency extends 
disaster declarations to 24 
South Carolina counties. 
Residents of these counties 
are el ig ible to apply for 
individual federal assistance. 
Applications are open until 
January, 2016.
Many Midlands residents 
are still living out of hotels 
or with family nearby, while 









USC’s Darla Moore School of 
Business present s t he economic 
outlook for 2016. Researcher Joseph 
Von Nessen predicts that, despite the 
fl ood causing $1.5 billion in damages, 
the state will experience a temporary 
economy boost during fl ood recovery.
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and other federal agencies 
close their disaster recovery centers 
around South Carolina in favor of local 
organizat ions providing aid. Three 
remaining centers close on Jan. 29.
Over 600 USC students work to help 
clean up around Gills Creek and Fort 
Jackson Boulevard. The Gills Creek area 
suffered some of the worst Midlands 
fl ooding during Hurricane Joaquin.
The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development announces 
that South Carolina will receive 
$157 mil l ion — to be div ided 
between Richland and Lexington 
counties, the City of Columbia and 
the state — toward fl ood recovery.
The One SC Fund, a fl ood relief 
funding group, opens the third 
round of applications for projects 
seek ing to help f lood recovery 
efforts. Organizations across the 
country can apply for grants to 
offer assistance to FEMA-declared 
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Miami Marlins’ fans rally together as a community around the tragic death of young star pitcher Jose Fernandez.
R ic h l a nd  C ou nt y  C ou nc i l 
approves a plan for the county to 
buy out residents’ houses that were 
destroyed in the f lood. The plan 
involves applying for $7 million of 
federal money, which would allow 
the county to buy about 70 homes in 
areas still at higher risk for fl ooding.
The Transportation Department 
has repaired 94 percent of roads and 
bridges damaged during the fl ood.
A l l  4 6  S o u t h 
Carolina counties 
are in a drought.
U S C  s t u d e n t s 
collect truckloads 
of supplies to send 





There’s more to sports than most 
people would assume. People just 
think it’s athletes tossing a football 
across a field, running around the 
bases or trying to score the most 
points to win. Although this is all 
accurate, there’s so much more to 
it, and true sports fans know it and 
have seen it recently.
Sports bring people together; not 
just the people you play with on 
your team or the people you meet 
who like the same teams as you. 
They can bring a group, community 
or entire country together during 
tough circumstances.
A year ago, the “1000-year fl ood” 
altered Columbia. It was devastating 
to see the place I cal l home go 
through this tragedy, people lose 
their homes and businesses wash 
away, while students had no power 
or running water. That’s when I saw 
the impact that sports could have.
South Carolina is part of the SEC, 
and they proved to be one big family. 
Schools including Vanderbilt and 
LSU fi lled their athletic buses with 
water and supplies to help residents 
get by. The Gamecocks also had 
an approaching home game against 
LSU, but the Tigers graciously 
opened up their stadium, offered 
cheaper tickets and made a tribute to 
Columbia before kickoff. Although 
the Gamecocks lost, the generosity 
LSU gave and the Gamecocks going 
out there and playing a game gave 
Columbia the strength to pick up the 
pieces and deal with what happened.
Clemson and South Carolina also 
came together during their rivalry 
game with the two bands playing 
toget her  du r i ng ha l f t i me a nd 
forming the words “SC STRONG,” 
showing their support for each other 
during the times they need.
Sports can also help people grieve 
the loss of loved ones or professional 
athletes. The world was shocked and 
devastated when it woke last Sunday 
morning to discover that Miami 
Marlins young star pitcher, Jose 
Fernandez, died in a boating crash 
early that morning. Fernandez was 
just 24 and could have turned into 
one of the best pitchers of all time.
Every sports fan was heartbroken 
by this news; such a young, talented 
future star to be taken so tragically, 
not even reaching his full potential. 
But the sports world doesn’t slow 
down — they keep playing.
W hen t he  Ma rl i n s  re su med 
their games, everything was filled 
with emotion. After an emotional 
pregame Dee Gordon, a close friend 
of Fernandez, stepped into the box 
and hit a leadoff home run, and cried 
his entire way around the bases. 
Gordon needed that. The sports 
world needed that. Everyone in that 
park, and anyone who watched that 
clip, cried with Gordon, as it meant 
so much. It showed that the game 
must go on. The Marlins went on 
to win the game, and you could tell 
how much it lifted their spirits.
I am in no way a Marlins fan, but 
I couldn’t help but feel the emotions 
throughout this entire game. Seeing 
my friends and other baseball fans 
across the country also get moved 
by all of this showed how impactful 
sports are. It helped everyone deal 
with the loss of a great one, and 
remember how many amaz ing 
moments lie ahead.
Just this year, the sports world has 
also dealt with the losses of hockey 
legend Gordie Howe, golf superstar 
Arnold Palmer and the greatest 
boxer of all time, Muhammad Ali. 
All of these athletes were well past 
their playing careers, but honoring 
their lives brought fans together and 
helped give strength to the athletes 
following their paths.
Sports are such a special thing. I 
am not an athlete at all, but the joy, 
support, and love it has given me 
cannot be replaced. The friendships 
I’ve formed with other fans are some 
of the greatest, and we can all go 
through these moments together. 
No matter what team you like or 
how into sports you are, sports can 
help you get through anything in 
ways you didn’t know were possible. 
Claudia Chakamian
@C_CHAKAMIAN
TIMELINE CONTINUED FROM COVER
Column: Sports have power to heal beyond field
— Compiled by Emily Barber
